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ABOUT YOUNG MIRACLES MONTESSORI AND CHILDCARE (YMMC)

YMMC is a licensed childcare provider located in the heart of Brampton. At YMMC, we understand that
early childhood is a critical and formative time. We wholeheartedly embrace our role as educators,
supporting, nurturing, and facilitating the growth, development, and well-being of children. We are fully
committed to ensuring the health, safety, and nutrition of all the children in our care. We believe that young
children are competent, capable, curious, and full of potential. Our programs are thoughtfully designed to

cater to each child’s unique needs, providing them with meaningful opportunities to grow and thrive.

REGISTERED PROGRAM INFORMATION & FEES

PROGRAM FEES, TUITION DEPOSITS, SIBLING DISCOUNTS, PAYMENTS & DATES

Please refer to our registration package for program fee and tuition deposit.

THE MONTESSORI CONCEPT

Excerpts taken from The Montessori Organization
Dr. Maria Montessori was one of the most important early years educators of the 20th century, the innovator
of classroom practices and ideas which have had a profound influence on the education of young children

the world over.

She was the first woman to graduate from the University of Rome medical school and became interested
in education through her work as a doctor, treating what today are known as children with special needs.
When she went on to establish schools for the disadvantaged children of working parents in Rome, she
approached their education as a scientist, using the classroom as her laboratory for observing children and

finding ways to help them to achieve their full potential.

It soon became apparent that Dr. Montessori had developed a highly effective method of teaching which
could be used with great success with each and every child. She began to travel the world, establishing
schools, lecturing about her discoveries and writing many articles right up to her death in Holland in 1952
at the age of 82. She was a true pioneer of child-centered education. Her innovative classroom practices

and ideas have had a profound influence on the education of young children all over the world.

Montessori saw that children learn best by doing and that happy self-motivated learners form positive

images of themselves as confident, successful people. She created specially designed resources to foster
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independence and a love for learning from an early age.

The Montessori approach is holistic and aims to develop the whole child. Fundamental to the approach is
the belief that a child's early years from birth to six are the period when they have the greatest capacity to

learn.

THE MONTESSORI EDUCATION PHILOSOPHY

Excerpts taken from The Montessori Organization
The Philosophy
There are certain things that Dr. Maria Montessori saw were very important for a child's natural

development.

Natural Spirituality

Montessori saw that children held within them something wonderful, something so special that it could be
the key to changing the world. She saw that they were inherently good and that, if allowed to develop freely,
they felt connected to everything and were naturally caring to each other and the world around them. The
more that she worked with the children, the more convinced she was that they had precise inner guides
and that the work of adults was to help them to be all that they could be. She felt that it was the spiritual
nature of children that had been forgotten and denied and that children could therefore show adults the way
to return to a more meaningful, holistic way of living. Children thrive on order and structure. Order plays a
very important part in the lives of young children. Order consists in recognizing the place for each object in
relation to its environment and in remembering where each thing should be. Such awareness is essential
for a child to feel secure within its environment and to build on existing experiences. Order in the
environment makes children feel safe and that they know how things should be. Great emphasis is therefore
put on order within the Montessori classroom. By ensuring that everything has its place, and that the
environment is designed to be as accessible as possible for children to work in, they can then be given the

maximum freedom to move and develop.

Children move through sensitive periods

Montessori noticed that there were certain periods of particular sensitivity that kept occurring in the children.
During these periods the child could learn the activity that she was focused on at a particularly intense rate
and that such learning appeared to come very easily. They included a sensitive period for order, refinement

of the senses, language acquisition, walking and movement, small objects and involvement in social life.
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What became clear is that at such times it was as though there was a light shining on that particular activity
that completely held the child’s attention. If left to follow this natural interest the child could achieve much
more than would normally be expected. Montessori teachers therefore watch out for these very creative

periods and make sure that the children have the freedom to follow their interests.

Children learn through their senses

Montessori saw that children built on their physical experiences of the world through their senses and that
by carefully designing interesting materials which the children were drawn to experiment with; she could
help them extend this understanding. She did so by taking each of the senses in turn and developing
materials that isolated certain aspects that could then be increasingly explored by the children. She believed
that children loved working with beautiful objects so all the materials were prepared with the greatest care.
Rather than proving to be outdated in the modern world, these beautifully designed items have gone on to
show how accurate Montessori’s initial observations were. Many are now reproduced in schools of all types

throughout the world.

Children need freedom

Montessori saw freedom as the single most important factor in allowing children to develop as spontaneous,
creative individuals. She saw the role of education as providing environments in which the children could
be set free to follow their natural impulses to become the wonderfully dynamic, natural learners they were

designed to be.

Children absorb their culture

Montessori's emphasis on children being allowed the freedom to work alone and to develop concentration
did not mean that she underestimated the importance of social development. Instead what she saw was
that it was precisely because the children were allowed to work in such freedom that they could display
such love and care towards others. She saw that children literally absorbed the world around them and that
true discipline and harmony was something that came from within and was not something that could be

enforced.

Big Teachers

Montessori called her teachers Directresses because she felt that they sensitively guided, rather than
controlled, the children’s activities. She asked that they be more psychologists than teachers and

considered that success lay in the ongoing nature of the teachers own personal development as well as on
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the sensitivity of the observations of individual children. Ultimately she saw their role as not so much to

teach the children as to direct the natural energies that they saw emerging.

Little Teachers

As she watched the children busily going about their work Montessori realized that it was natural and very
easy for the younger children to learn by watching and listening to the older children. In fact she saw that
children learn best this way and that something wonderful happened when a community of children could
actively Support and help each other. Montessori schools therefore encourage children of all ages to work

together as a social group and do not normally split children by sex or age.

Children are natural learners

Montessori saw that children underwent extraordinary transformations in overall happiness, self-confidence
and self-discipline when they were allowed to follow their innate needs. She saw that the work of a child,
therefore, was fundamentally different to that of the adult: that the child worked for the joy of the process
rather than for the end result, that the child had a need to repeat activities over and over until an inner need
was fulfilled, and that the child was excited and energized through work, rather than burdened and fatigued
by it. She felt that children only stopped loving learning when they were forced to go against their natural

impulses.

PROGRAM STATEMENT

At YMMC, we recognize that the early childhood years are very critical and formative years. We embrace
our roles are as teachers in supporting, nurturing and facilitating the growth, development and well being
of young children while also completely committing to the health, safety, and nutrition of all our children.
Young children are competent, capable, curious and rich in potential and we fully recognize and tailor our
program specifically to each child’s needs in order to provide opportunities to the children and allowing
them to flourish.

All staff will actively promote the health, safety and nutrition of each child by providing a clean and safe
environment and access to drinking water throughout the day.

Outside food is prohibited at YMMC and all snacks and meals are provided by Princess Pea Catering to
ensure that the children are receiving the correct amount of nutrition and portion sizes. Staff familiarizes

themselves with all information concerning any medical conditions, allergies, food restrictions, medication
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requirements, and parental preferences in respect to diet, exercise and rest time by consulting the
classroom clip board. All staff will support positive and responsive interactions among the children,
parents, and other child care providers. We will encourage the children to interact and communicate with
their peers in a positive way by modeling appropriate behavior and language when solving conflicts.

All staff will encourage and support the children initiated exploration, play and inquiry. Within the context
of play, there are countless learning opportunities and experiences that are both child initiated and adult-
supported.

Our classroom is bright, welcoming and organized with a variety of toys and materials that the children

will want to become engaged with on their own.

We work to eliminate any and all environmental issues that may cause undue stress to the child and
reduce any hazards that may cause injury and promote a safe learning environment. We also try to avoid
unnecessary disruptions and ensure there are limited transitions during the program.

We believe when staff are engaged with the children during their play, they are able to find a more
effective way to teach the children problem solving and self-regulation by directly relating the play with
important lessons.

The supervisor and owner will support this through the hiring of qualified, responsive, and well-trained
staff that supports families in their role as primary caregivers.

All RECEs are reflective practitioners who learn about children through listening, observing, documenting,
and discussing with others, families in particular, to understand that children are unique individuals. By
following this approach, our staff can help the children to make meaningful interactions with their peers
and engage them on a daily basis.

YMMC encourages the many opportunities in our classrooms and outdoor play experiences, both active
and quiet. We also take advantage of our outside area allowing the children to benefit from active
exploration in nature and tailor our activities to the individual children to make sure that their needs are
met and supported.

We use resources from our environment, which support opportunities to explore, experiment, create,
construct and solve problems.

The teachers continuously observe, brainstorm and document in order to provide experiences that
encourage inquiry-based learning. We strive to maintain a balance between experiences that are initiated
by the child and those, which are facilitated by active teaching. Foundations of literacy and numeracy and

other pre-academic skills are learned both in the context of play and through active teaching. Using the
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document “How Does Learning Happen” as our programming guide, our experienced staff plan and
implement positive learning environments and experiences in which each child’s learning and
development will be taken into consideration and supported.

YMMC supports positive family engagement with the use of regular and on-going communication.
Communication may be in person, by phone, email or through written and posted communication tools.
We send out newsletters to parents via email in which we share some of the activities we focused on,
what the children have been learning, as well as documentation and photographs, which support the
learning. Documentation and photographs are also used in our cubby area and in our classroom.

YMMC believes that all children, their families, child care providers and staff are part of a wider community.
We direct families to support services outside of the school as necessary.

We work collaboratively with professionals from our local community, such as P.I.R.S., The Caledon
Resource Centre and the Peel Region to help support our children, families and staff.

We seek out opportunities to share our knowledge and to learn from others in our community. We allow
those partners, and all who interact with the children, to support the children, their families and staff in a
proactive manner, either on site with individuals, or by providing parent and staff training to further
enhance each child’s potential.

YMMC provides ongoing opportunities for staff to engage in critical reflection and discussion with others
about pedagogy in support of continuous professional learning and effective developmental goal setting
each year. We encourage families to provide feedback to our staff and the supervisor on an on-going
basis. As a family-centric school, parents and guardians, through feedback, play a critical role in
maintaining the elite program that helps their children reach their full potential. There are many
opportunities for engagement such as our Feedback Survey and regular communication from the
principle and owner.

At the end of each class, staff can share their observations with each other and discuss plans for how

to build on what the children are interested in.

MONTESSORI CURRICULUM OVERVIEW

T = Toddler (18 months — 30 months)
PK = Pre-K (2.5 yrs — 3.6 yrs)

P= Primary (JK/SK) (3.6 yrs — 5.6 yrs)
E= Elementary (5.6 yrs & up)
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Sensorial Materials

Materials included in this area of the Montessori environment are geared to further develop & refine the
senses through classification & isolation of characteristics. This area familiarizes the child to various
shapes & language that is explored further in the Elementary environment.

Language

The students are introduced to materials that encourage vocabulary enrichment, phonetic sound
recognition & letter formation. The Language curriculum includes pre-reading & pre-writing presentations.
Mathematics and Science

The Math activities include a variety of counting, number recognition as well as symbol & quantity
matching exercises. The children progress to understanding initial mathematical concepts using concrete
materials. Science activities are hands on concepts covering basic science around us.

Creative Art

The children participate in various Art activities that reflect classroom themes, cultural celebrations &
festive holidays. The goal is to create an appreciation for self-expression & individuality. The children are
given the opportunity to discover their creative side & to express themselves through art.

Music & Movement

The students are exposed to rhythm, songs, dance & movement. They explore different music styles &
the families of musical instruments.

Gross motor

The outdoor program encourages sportsmanship, cooperation, learning the rules of various games, &
teamwork. Through creative exercises & play, the children learn to develop their motor skills as well as a

positive attitude when playing.
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